
The  Original  7ven  (formerly
known  as  legendary
Minneapolis  funk  band  The
Time) release new album Oct
18th

Fairfax, VA (September 28, 2011) — Morris Day, Jesse Johnson,
Jimmy Jam, Terry Lewis, Jellybean Johnson, Jerome Benton and
Monte Moir revitalize the classic Minneapolis sound on their
first new album together in 21 years. Condensate, due October
18th  on  SRR  Records,  features  14  brand  new  but  instantly
familiar tracks by the band formerly known as The Time. From
their  origins  in  the  early  â€˜80s  as  Princeâ€™s  first
protÃ©gÃ©s led by the dynamic Morris Day, this seminal group
continues to deliver groundbreaking funk-rock dance grooves as
only they can. Today the Original 7ven remain a fascinating
and outrageous musical congregation.

Now, for the first time since the â€˜90s, all the original
members of the band formerly known as The Time have reunited
in the studio as The Original 7ven to deliver an authentic and
unapologetically funky album of instant classics! Condensate
has all the cool and swagger of earlier years and asserts
funk-tastic  confidence  perfectly  suited  for  todayâ€™s
audience. Endlessly entertaining, this new collection of 14
timeless grooves puts the â€œfunâ€� back in funk!

The album name Condensate is taken from Morris Dayâ€™s tongue-
in-cheek comment, â€œI donâ€™t sweat, I condensate.â€�

â€œThe studio was alive when we recorded. The energy and the
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fever, the skill and the fun â€“ the fun â€“ took Condensate
to a whole new level.â€�

Schoolâ€™s  in!  The  Original  7vensâ€™s  music  is  fresh  and
wildly infectious,â€� says Mike Jason, SRR Records Senior Vice
President, Retail, â€œand all I can say is it was worth the
wait!â€�

30 years ago, The Original 7ven musicians left crowds stunned
and screaming for more when they took their funk/rock/pop
sound on the road, led by the marvelously charismatic front
man Morris Day. Formed in 1981, Morris Day, Jesse Johnson,
Jimmy Jam, Terry Lewis, Jellybean Johnson, Jerome Benton and
Monte  Moir  were  legendary  for  enhancing  their  exciting
funk/rock/pop Minneapolis Sound out of the studio and to the
stage. When they previously performed as The Time, the group
pulled  frenetic  energy  and  warmth  from  synthesizer-laden
technology for their live concerts. Their brash, fresh and
inventive talent has driven every single member of the band
since then to innovative careers and success.

Lead  vocalist  Morris  Day  is  a  triple  threat  performer  of
Stage, Screen, and Television. He is also an accomplished
drummer who played on many of The Timeâ€™s biggest hits. His
singing career includes four albums with The Time as well as
four solo albums. Day wrote and produced the smash dance hit
â€œThe  Oak  Treeâ€�  and  followed  that  up  with  the  #1  hit
â€œFishnetâ€� with fellow alums Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis. Day
continues to perform wildly popular concerts with Moir and
Jellybean Johnson.

World class Guitarist Jesse Johnson, who co-wrote The Timeâ€™s
smash â€œJungle Love,â€� also found critical and commercial
success as a songwriter/producer working with Janet Jackson,
After 7, Paula Abdul and Chaka Khan. Johnson also contributed
music for film soundtracks including â€œThe Breakfast Club,
Pretty In Pinkâ€�, â€œThe 5 Heartbeatsâ€�, and â€œA Time To
Killâ€�. His solo projects include, Jesse Johnsonâ€™s Revue



1985, Shockadelica 1986, Every Shade of Love 1988, Bare My
Naked  Soul  1996,  and  the  critically  acclaimed  Verbal
Penetration  2009.

Keyboardist Jimmy Jam and Bassist Terry Lewis are five time
Grammy award winners who have more Billboard Hot 100 #1â€™s
than  any  songwriting/production  duo  in  music  history.
Recognized  as  one  of  the  most  innovative  and  successful
production teams in music, Jam & Lewis are responsible for an
entire era of music including Janet Jacksonâ€™s string of
hits, as well as recent songs by Usher, Mariah Carey and
Keyshia Cole.

Keyboardist Monte Moir is a songwriter, singer, producer, and
classically trained musician who has written and produced a
number of hits including Janet Jacksonâ€™s #1 smash â€œThe
Pleasure  Principleâ€�  as  well  as  Alexander  Oâ€™Nealâ€™s
classic â€œIf You Were Here Tonightâ€�. Other notable artists
Moir has worked with include Gladys Knight, Thelma Houston,
Deniece Williams and Patti Austin.

Drummer  Jellybean  Johnson  has  contributed  his
songwriting/producing and Guitar skills on numerous hits. Most
notably with Janet Jackson to create the #1 rock-driven anthem
â€œBlack Catâ€�. Johnson also scored top charting hits with
artists  including  New  Edition  (â€œCrucialâ€�),  Alexander
Oâ€™Neal  (â€œCriticizeâ€�),  Nona  Hendrix  (â€œWhy  Should  I
Cryâ€�) and Mint Conditionâ€™s #1 smash â€œBreakin My Heart
(Pretty Brown Eyes)â€�.

Mirror & Percussionist Jerome Benton, (the half brother of
Terry  Lewis)  is  an  audience  favorite  for  his  playful
interaction and delightful chemistry with Morris Day onstage.
As an actor he starred in Princeâ€™s films â€œPurple Rainâ€�
and â€œUnder the Cherry Moonâ€� and stole scenes in music
videos  with  Prince,  Janet  Jackson,  Herb  Alpert,  and  most
notably when he performed with The Time. Benton was also a
member of the group The Family and has written several scripts



for the stage and screen.

Throwback:  Jesse  Johnson-Be
Your Man

Jesse Johnson is best known as the original guitarist for The
Time.  His  early  years  were  spent  between  his  native  Rock
Island,  Illinois  and  St.  Louis.  He  moved  to  Minneapolis,
Minnesota in 1981 and met Morris Day. Enterprise was the name
of the group that Day was fronting at the time and he invited
Johnson to be his guitar player. When Prince took members
Terry Lewis, Jimmy “Jam” Harris, Monte Moir and Jellybean
Johnson from local funk band Flyte Tyme, he added Day as the
singer and enlisted Johnson to be the guitarist for his new
band The Time. Johnson’s virtuosic funk/rock guitar playing
gave  shrill  sonic  voltage  to  the  band’s  jams  “777-9311,”
“Jungle Love,” “Get It Up” and “Ice Cream Castle.” Johnson
also received credit for co-writing Bite The Beat” with Prince
on the Vanity Six project. In addition to playing guitar he
co-wroten The Time singles “Jungle Love” and “The Bird.” By
1984 the band broke-up and Johnson signed a solo deal with A&M
Records. Jesse Johnson’s Revue would come out the next year
and produce three singles “Be Your Man,” “Can You Help Me” and
“I Want My Girl.” That same year Johnson produced an album for
a group Ta Mara And The Seen who had success with the single
“Affection” and “Everybody Dance.” By the time of his second
solo  album  Shockedelica  was  released  in  1986  Johnson  had
managed to fulfill a dream Prince never did by working with
Sly Stone on the R&B hit “Crazay.” Every Shade Of Love was his
next solo release in 1988 and it maintained the solidity of
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his previous works. The Time reunited in 1990 for the Prince
movie “Graffiti Bridge” and a new album Pandemonium. After the
reunion projects Johnson did a lot of soundtrack work for the
films “The Breakfast Club,” “Pretty In Pink,” “Another 48
Hours,” “White Men Can’t Jump” and “A Time To Kill.” Bare My
Naked Soul in 1996 would be his return to solo recording. Soul
would unravel Johnson’s complete Jimi Hendrix sensibilities
giving his fans the kind of guitar work that was usually
sidestepped for the R&B side of things. Ultimate Collection in
2000 compiled his essential singles, B-sides, 12″ versions and
the  unreleased  song  “Vibe.”  In  October  of  2009  Johnson
returned with the outstanding double album Verbal Penetration
Volumes 1 and 2.

Jimmy Jam Interviewed At The
Grammy Salute To Jazz

MinnPost  Interview  With  The
Time

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L32aDLwNcng
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L32aDLwNcng
https://www.kickmag.net/2009/02/10/jimmy-jam-interviewed-at-the-grammy-salute-to-jazz/
https://www.kickmag.net/2009/02/10/jimmy-jam-interviewed-at-the-grammy-salute-to-jazz/
https://www.kickmag.net/2008/09/26/minnpost-interview-with-the-time/
https://www.kickmag.net/2008/09/26/minnpost-interview-with-the-time/

