
Pryslezz Featuring N.O.X And
Jason Derulo-“Sideways”

Pryslezz Releases Music Video
for  “Sideways”  f/  Jason
Derulo (Lil Wayne, Diddy) and
Enters  at  #67  on  Billboard
Top 100 Charts
Los Angeles, California â€“ January 22, 2009
Rarely  has  an  emcee  name  been  so  appropriate  as  the  one
adopted by “Pryslezz”. Given his iconic moniker by a friend
for his break dancing skills, the young Miami based ingÃ©nue
originally from Ohio origin is a truly engaging personality on
the mic.

The grit and grime of the Youngstown city streets, that are so
prevalent  with  violence,  has  left  its  mark  on  the  multi-
faceted artist, which is evident in his music. Full of clever
wordplay, Pryslezz is known for his ability to dispense an
endless chain of syllables so relentlessly you can almost hear
drum machines gasping for air as they struggle to keep the
pace. A seasoned vet, Pryslezz has opened for numerous artists
including Lil Jon, Dwele, Jason Derulo and Mike Jones as well
as performed alongside Wu Tang Clan, Common, Slum Village, Mos
Def, Talib Kweli and Nas during the Rock the Bells Tour.
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His debut album, A Search 4 Peace- A Testimony (2003) created
a tremendous underground buzz and garnered him a throng of
loyal followers, while the disc was voted one of the best
albums to come out of Cincinnati that same year. Now, older
and  more  seasoned,  Pryslezz  is  set  to  release  the  ground
breaking  Death  of  a  Man,  Rebirth  of  a  King  on  King
Ape/Lightyear  Entertainment/EMI  Records  which  is
representative  of  his  growth  and  maturity.

Not your run of the mill rap artist, the hit debut single,
“More Than A Love Song” featured Grammy nominated soul pioneer
Dwele on a smooth-flowing cut with radiant harmonies and vocal
inflections that suggested a gorgeous picture of a true love
story through new eyes and frames of thought. “More Than a
Love Song” charted on the Billboard Hip Hop/ R&B Single Sales
peaking at #2 while additionally impacting Urban Mainstream
Radio with 30 added stations (listening audience of over 1
million) receiving over 300 spins/week and finished in the top
5 most added in it’s first week, holding its own alongside
Lil’ Wayne, Sean Kingston, Ludacris and Estelle.

The music video for “More Than a Love Song” featuring Dwele
was put into steady rotation on VH-1 Soul, VH-1.com, BET.com,
Yahoo! Launch and Music Choice as well as officially accepted
to MTV Jams while Pryslezz and the single were nominated in
three categories during the Ohio Hip Hop Music Awards 2008
including “Best New Artist,” “Best Video” & “Best Single of
the  Year.”  Markets  that  continue  to  champion  the  record
include WGCI (Chicago), WENZ (Cleveland), WKKV (Milwaukee),
WDKX  (Rochester),  WJUC  (Toledo),  WCKX  (Columbus),  WIZF
(Cincinnati),  KNDA  (Corpus  Christi),  WJMI  (Jackson),  WEMX
(Baton Rouge), KOPW (Omaha), WJZD (Biloxi), KVSP (Oklahoma
City), KJMM (Tulsa), XM Satellite Radio and more while

Other stand-out tracks include “Way Back” featuring velvety-
voiced Raheem Devaughn, where the MC flawlessly marries Hip-
Hop and R&B in a way that is both entertaining and refreshing.
The second trunk rattling-club banger single impacting radio



is  entitled  “Sideways”  and  features  writer/producer/artist
Jason Derulo on the hook. “Sideways” recently entered into the
Top 100 Billboard charts at #67. Derulo has credits for P.
Diddy and supplying the recent Betty Wright laced track for
Lil  Wayne’s  3x  Platinum  LP  The  Carter  III.  Detroit’s
progressive hip-hop group Slum Village join Pryslezz on “Find
a  Way,”  a  song  that  discusses  the  ability  to  overcome
obstacles during the path of life. Production work comes from
Blackout Movement (Mims, Ja Rule, Jim Jones, UGK), amongst
others. Citing an array of lyrical guru’s such as his brother
URG, Common, Mos Def, Talib Kweli, OutKast, Eminem, Nas, Jay-Z
and  Busta  Rhymes,  Pryslezz  respects  individuality  and
inspiring  messages  behind  the  music.

Inspired by an amalgam of sources such as religion, family,
life-altering  events,  everyday  living,  successes,  struggles
and  nature,  Pryslezz  knows  that  it  is  the  recognition  of
emotions and then the their release that make his music edgy,
unique and staying consistently outside the box. “I call the
concept of putting yourself in a variety of different boxes
‘the captives freedom’. I like to attempt to give something to
everyone without stepping outside of my own personal virtues
and values. The music isn’t as strong if you can’t stand
behind  it.”  At  24  years  old,  Pryslezz  with  his  vast
experiences and spiritual view of life, create the persona of
a soul wise beyond its years. One can book a studio session
with a Grammy Winning producer, hire a top stylist or pay a
ghostwriter to write hit-making lyrics, but possessing raw,
un-cut talent, that’s Pryslezz.



Lightyear/EMI  Artist  &  Ohio
Hip  Hop  Award  Nominee
Pryslezz to Release New Album

Pryslezz is a rapper from Youngstown, Ohio grounded in three
of  hip-hopâ€™s  fundamentals;  adventure,  expression  and
breakdancing.  Since  spring  online  audiences  have  seen  his
video for â€œMore Than A Love Songâ€� a collaborative R&B
threaded jam with Dwele. Rapping in the love aftermath left by
LL Cool J, Pryslezz debuts as an emcee with mushy concerns in
a  masculine-riddled  music.  But  the  album  Death  Of  A  Man
Rebirth Of A King (King Ape Ent) scheduled for an early 2009
release has a mixed sound. It is his first mainstream effort
but third full-length project after 12 yrs of learning and
performing music. His mostly local fanbase received a national
jolt from the single that some would call his radio-ready
song. The college graduate who earned his stage name from a
friend commenting on his breakdance skills is striving to
become  the  next  notable  from  Ohio  a  line  that  currently
includes Lfye Jennings and John Legend. Relaxing at home with
his daughter the artist conducted this interview by phone and
talked about his reason for rapping, plans for his company
King Ape Entertainment and why he uses the gorilla as his
prototype.

How did you get into hip-hop and become an emcee?

Pretty much my oldest brother he kind of introduced me to it
all. I used to watch him write and do songs even down to the
breakdancing and everything. I like the way he was able to
express himself and I started using it the same way. I found
it as a useful tool to get many things off my chest like I
fell in love with it when I found out the way I could use it.
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Who inspired you along the way?

A lot of people were people that I knew that I was close to
like my oldest brother, a friend of mine N.O.X. he’s also a
new  kid  those  are  the  close  inspirations.  The  other
inspirations would be Busta Rhymes I really like his energy
Pac gave a real raw vibe. Methodman,, Jay-Z, Nas, KRS ONE,
Common, Mos Def a string of people.

How did you get your name Pryslezz?

A friend of mine Charlie he was a part of a group called
Manifest he was one of the producers and emcee as well to
start breakdancing. I met up with him as we grew together as a
crew he eventually gave me that name because of the way I
attract my dancing I was not afraid to do what I feel like
doing Iâ€™m not afraid to push the envelope and do things new
and attractive.

What part of Ohio are you from?

Iâ€™m from Youngstown.

What is the scene like there?

There are a lot of good artists in Youngstown, Ohio right now.
You never really hear about a place too much until someone
shines the light on that area Iâ€™m trying to bring that light
to Youngstown. In LA you had NWA, you had different people in
the south like Ludacris different people that let the light
shine in that area. So far there really hasnâ€™t been a light
shined in up Ohio. The only person to shine a light is someone
like a Rufus Black but there is so much talent here I would
like to see it shine.

The album is called Death Of A Man Rebirth Of A King, what
does that mean?

Itâ€™s about change in order for you to change you have to



give up a part of the person you used to be and thatâ€™s
really what the album is about. Changes I made in my life to
become the person I am now.

Why all the references to apes and gorillas?

I look at the ape or the gorilla as a symbol of strength the
silverbackgorilla if you come into a run-in with a silverback
gorilla you might not want to test that animal thereâ€™s a lot
of people who use that term now like silverback itâ€™s that
power the raw energy that it has also King APE is A P E stands
for aggression, power and emotion. Those are just a few of the
things I think you need to have control over like you should
be aggressive as a king but too much aggression will put you
in  a  bad  spot  and  have  you  leading  people  in  the  wrong
direction all because you want to be aggressive but if you
have just enough you can lead the people well. There are
different ways you can use your power if you use your power
wisely for the people and the people will follow you. When you
abuse your power thatâ€™s when people start to turn on you.
When it comes to your emotions itâ€™s good for a king to have
emotions a leader to have emotions because no one wants to
follow a machine itâ€™s sort of like you are not real you are
not human but too much emotion can make you appear unstable. I
feel like a person needs to be in control of themself before
they can lead. Emcees and writers we represent whether we want
to be or not we become leaders and motivators. You are put at
a certain plateau where people look at you they look up to you
whether you want to be a role model or not. You have to take
that seriously because there are a lot of kids growing up and
listening to hip-hop music and patterning what they do from
what they see and hear thatâ€™s one of the things I like about
KRS ONE because they call him the teacher the thing that he
says is we want to uplift the people we donâ€™t want to have
people stuck in the same situations thatâ€™s one of the things
he stands for educating everyone. Being in a position where
weâ€™re on top of our soapbox and we can say whatever we want



but it doesnâ€™t give us a right to say things that harm each
other. We should be doing better with that like I said I see
us as being leaders whether we wanna be or not and thatâ€™s
where that came from.

What was it like working with Dwele for â€œMore Than A Love
Song?â€�

It was a wonderful experience I came down to Miami and we were
getting ready to work on the album and I had an opportunity to
meet some of the people I want to work with and I really liked
Dweleâ€™s music I liked his soul I really wanted to do music
with him so we contacted him. We contacted Blackout Movement
â€œThis Is Why Iâ€™m Hotâ€� we went that route contacted them
to do some production. We sent Dwele something to listen to
and he liked it the people that run his label enjoyed it as
well they were excited to do music with us as we were excited
to do music with them. It was a wonderful thing because heâ€™s
been doing music for a while so for him to step out onto my
first mainstream effort was really a blessing he came in and
did his thing and it was a lovely experience.

What about working with Raheem Devaughn?

That was an experience as well because I liked Raheem Devaughn
when he came out with The Love Experience album. A friend of
mine Dre got me The Love Experience since he bought a whole
bunch of them cause he saw Raheem Devaughn somewhere I was
listening and I was like I really like this guy I really liked
his energy and his sound is nice and I had another opportunity
to do a song with someone and I wanted to do a song with him
so we contacted him and his people. We flew him into Miami
actually around the same time I did the song with Dwele. We
bought Pekasso in Pekasso did some paintings I actually got a
painting Pekasso did for me of me. We went in there and it was
interesting to see him work because Iâ€™m not sure if anybody
really knows this but he went into the booth with no pen or
paper he just went in and told us to play the music he was in



the booth pretty much the whole time and he just did his verse
inside  there  and  came  out  and  listened  to  it.  It  was  a
wonderful thing it really was.

I noticed that your album does not stick to any one sound what
was the motivation behind that?

Thatâ€™s  an  interesting  question  I  have  been  asked  that
question before I had a little bit of trouble answering it but
I figured it out and I had time to think about it. My sound is
me  just  as  there  is  different  parts  of  myself  there  are
different parts to my sound. Iâ€™ve been groomed from many
different sounds and different experiences so my music has
many different sounds. If I had to be noble to something I
would be noble to hip-hop because one thing that I know about
hip-hop is that it draws from many different things. You can
have a RUN DMC song that sounds Rock N Roll with a hip-hop
flavor or rhyme over it and you can switch it up and do
something like I did with Dwele with a smooth R&B type feel
but still hip-hop. Thatâ€™s one thing about the genre of hip-
hop  that  isnâ€™t  with  anything  else  hip-hop  pools  from
everything thatâ€™s the big thing about sampling we can sample
from an Al Green record and it will be all the way hip-hop
even Erik Sermon does things like that with Marvin Gaye.

As you mentioned, this is your first mainstream project, how
does it differ from your other albums?

Itâ€™s still part of the story of my life every project that I
have done the first one A Search For Peace I did that one in
Cincinnati thatâ€™s when I was in college I released that one
underground. That was the story of my life up to that point
and then after that one I did an album all the way produced by
myself and that was my life up to that point. and hereâ€™s the
new one Death Of A Man and thatâ€™s my life up to now. Iâ€™m
constantly  changing  going  through  these  things  and
experiences. What separates from those albums is itâ€™s a new



time new experiences new feelings and new ideas itâ€™s still
me Iâ€™ve grown matured a little you might be able to tell
that the emotion is a little bit different from the other
albums.  Many  different  producers  on  this  one  Blackout
Movement, I have a song with Purple Popcorn they did a remix
to â€œThis Is Why Iâ€™m Hotâ€� called â€œThis Is Why I Rockâ€�
then I have a song produced by I guess you would call him
alternative  theyâ€™re  called  Solar  Mesh.  A  lot  of  good
producers even producers from home like Too Fly and Jesse
Astro a lot of people who are close to us. Itâ€™s like a
family  of  producers  that  I  have  on  here  the  new  single
â€œSidewaysâ€� is produced by Drop Dead Beats people should
really be on the lookout for him and his music.

When will the album be released?

Weâ€™re looking for a January date the actual release date has
not been announced yet because a lot of different things are
going on weâ€™re working on distribution and things like that.
The  single  can  be  purchased  on  iTunes.  My  next  single
â€œSidewaysâ€� featuring Jason Derulo whoâ€™s from here will
also be on iTunes very shortly.

Anything else from King Ape Entertainment?

Yes weâ€™re actually working on a mixtape for the next artist
to come off King Ape Entertainment his name is Knox he just
dropped a single as well itâ€™s called â€œMove.â€� Weâ€™re
working on a mixtape together and weâ€™re just trying to keep
the movement going for King Ape Entertainment.

http://www.kingapeent.com/

