
Throwback:  The  Detroit
Experiment-Think Twice

[youtube id=”MR92zzJW_ak”]

The Detroit Experiment was a collaborative album helmed by
techno  maestro  Carl  Craig  as  a  follow-up  to  Rope  A  Dope
Records’s Philadelphia Experiment. Craig and various cross-
generational Detroit artists crafted techno, jazz, hip-hop and
R&B into a unique fusion representing the city’s past, present
and future in sound. Donald Byrd’s “Think Twice” is reworked
and set to a torrid house groove that gets hotter with each
note from Marcus Belgrave’s trumpet. Byrd was also a native
Detroiter and his version of Larry Mizell’s composition kept
with the album’s theme. The Detroit Experiment’s inventive
sound produced by some of Detroit’s best musicians made the
album  an  instant  artifact  reflecting  Craig  and  company’s
longstanding innovation in each genre.

R.I.P. Marcus Belgrave
[youtube id=”dTFx2fGOJnw”]

Detroit jazz patriarch Marcus Belgrave passed today of heart
failure at age 78. Belgrave was a mainstay on Detroit’s jazz
scene for decades mentoring jazz stars like James Carter, Geri
Allen, Karriem Riggins, Regina Carter, Rodney Whitaker, Kenny
Garrett, Carlos McKinney and Robert Hurst. Belgrave, who was a
trumpeter, came from a musical family and started playing
professionally at age 12. He studied under bebop trumpet star
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Clifford Brown and then later worked with Ray Charles, Dizzy
Gillespie,  Max  Roach,  Charles  Mingus  and  Aretha  Franklin.
Belgrave was born in Chester, Pennsylvania and relocated to
Detroit in 1962 and became a studio musician for Motown. He
created his Jazz Development Workshop in the ’70’s and began
his long-term impact on jazz musicians in Detroit. In 1988 he
became  an  original  member  of  the  Jazz  At  Lincoln  Center
Orchestra.  Belgrave  taught  jazz  at  Stanford,  Oberlin,
University of California and Michigan State University. In the
’70’s he started recording as a leader for the Detroit indie
label  Tribe  and  he  released  more  music  on  his  own  Jazz
Musicians Co-op label in the ’90’s. Belgrave had been ill with
heart  problems  but  was  recovering  and  preparing  to  play
Detroit’s Concert Of Colors.


