
Hip-Hop  Artists  Making  A
Difference For Haiti

After  performing  at  the  “Hip-Hop  For  Haiti”  concert  at
S.O.B.â€™s in New York last year, hip-hop emcee, Cormega, is
continuing to use his voice to make positive contributions to
Haiti. Cormega and Papa Jube will co-host the “Kreyol Hip Hop
4 Haiti” event presented by S.O.B.s and Sak Pase Records to
commemorate the lives of those devastated by Haiti’s 2010
Earthquake. The event will take place on Wednesday, January
11th (the day before the storm two years ago) at SOB’s located
in Manhattan at 204 Varick Street @ West Houston.

Cormega’s commitment to Haiti was inspired by a visit to Haiti
just  5  months  after  the  earthquake  in  2010.  He  witnessed
first-hand the devastation and the thing that grabbed him the
most about Haiti is “the spirit of its people.” He expressed
at the time, “Theyâ€™re in a situation that would break a lot
of people. It was humbling when I went because there was
rubble everywhere, people were living in tents and the things
we take for granted like water were a luxury, yet I met
Haitian people who we just grateful to be alive. I saw them
partying, dancing, and enjoying their lives in the middle of
all their troubles. They deserve all the help they can get.â€�

Inspired by the visit, he inked a digital distribution deal
through Sony/RED Distribution and decided to donate all the
proceeds from digital sales of â€˜I Made A Difference,â€™
directly to Sean Pennâ€™s earthquake relief efforts because
when he was in Haiti, he heard directly from the people and
saw for himself the work that Sean Penn’s organization was
doing. “I gained a lot of respect for Sean Penn while I was in
Haiti. Here you have an A-list actor who was out there wading
through water, putting up tents helping the people. The media
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attention has shifted, yet the suffering still continues. His
organization still continues to service those displaced by the
earthquake, living in refugee camps. I Made A Difference is
dedicated to Sean Penn and all the unsung heroes who continue
to make a difference even when it seems like the world has
moved on.â€�

â€œI Made A Difference,â€� featuring Redman, General Steele
from Cocoa Brovaz, Stic Man from Dead Prez, Lil Fame from MOP,
live band The Revelations, singer/songwriter Maya Azucena and
musician Jazimoto (who played keyboard) is still available
digitally through ITUNES. 100% of the online proceeds will
continue to benefit Sean Penn’s organization, J/P Haiti Relief
Organization  (JPHRO  â€“  www.jphro.org),  a  registered  non-
profit charitable foundation established by actor, Sean Penn,
to help the people of Haiti recover from the earthquake. On
January 12, 2010 the earthquake nearly wiped out the entire
capital  of  Port-Au-Prince  leaving  over  300,000  dead  and
millions homeless.

You can download the “I Made A Difference” song for $0.99 on
iTunes  to  help  Sean  Penn  and  JPHRO  continue  to  make  a
difference in the lives of the Haitian people. If you’re in
New York on Wednesday, come and experience the spirit of the
people first hand as they celebrate life and remember the over
300,000 dead and millions left homeless by this tragic natural
disaster.

Tickets to Kreyol Hip Hop 4 Haiti are $10 minimum donation.
Doors  open  at  8pm,  Showtime  9pm.  Contact  S.O.B.s  at
212-243-4940  and  online  at  www.sobs.com.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/i-made-difference-haiti-benefit/id440318946


Cormega Is Raw Forever

Cormega’s new project is the two-CD Raw Forever that consists
of old material and new. The songs don’t actually have titles
but are identified by Roman numerals. Listen to III and IV
below:

III (Cormega Feat. Lil Fame & Baby Pun)
IV (Cormega Feat. Maya Azucena)

Cormega Announces Release of
New Album – Avail September
27th

One of hip-hopâ€™s most prolific poets, Cormega, announced the
release  of  his  forthcoming  musical  collection:Cormega:  Raw
Forever to be released September 27th. The double disc set
features a collection of Cormegaâ€™s classics as selected by
fans  and  a  companion  disc  featuring  a  live  band,  The
Revelations (of Wu-Tang’s Chamber Music and Legendary Weapons
fame) whose remixes bring a new live sound and instrumentation
to some of Megaâ€™s fan favorites.

The classics included on disc 1 were easy for him to select
because the selections came from his active message board on
Legalhustle.net and from paying close attention to audience
response at his live shows. â€œFor Raw Forever, I knew I had
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to put “Saga,” â€œKillaz Theme,â€� and “Dead Man Walking,” on
there even though, I, the new Cory, am not a big fan of “Dead
Man Walking.” I don’t use as much profanity as I used to and
I’m not as graphic now as I used to be. I know Dead Man
Walking really resonates with people, so I included it for the
fans. There are also songs that I really love like “Love Is
Love” which I added to give the collection some balance.â€�
Other tracks include â€œJourney,â€� â€œTestament,â€� â€˜True
Meaning,â€� and more.

The music on the second disc is a mixture of original songs
and  Cormega  classics  remixed  and  reinterpreted  by  The
Revelations Band and features Lil Fame of M.O.P. and Baby Pun
(Big Punâ€™s son); AZ and Nature; Blaq Poet, Tragedy Khadafi
and Havoc; Red Alert, Parrish Smith, Grand Puba, KRS One & Big
Daddy Kane. â€œThe first time I worked with The Revelations
was on the Wu Chamber Music project. The idea was really raw
to me. I always had the curiosity of working with a live band,
but what actually manifested our collaborations was seeing the
audienceâ€™s response when we performed together at Santos
[Party House in New York City] September 1, 2010. The response
from the crowd was over-whelming! It was incredible!â€� After
the  show,  we  recorded  and  leaked  a  remix  of  my  song,
â€˜Journeyâ€™ and it too got a lot of love, so I decided to
take the experiment even further and see how it would sound if
they  redid  some  of  my  other  songs  and  thatâ€™s  how  this
project came about.â€�

â€œI wanted to do Raw Forever to bring something back to hip-
hop. As far as the culture [of Hip Hop], I think of it as a
pretty girl…If you remember my song, â€˜American Beauty,â€™
you recall that I compared hip-hop to a woman. Hip-hop was a
beautiful woman, and then she started hangin’ out with some
chicken-heads, and she wanted to be like them. The chicken-
heads took her to a club and introduced her to some dudes and
said, “If you do this, they’ll give you this.” That’s where
Hip Hop is; she started becoming a whore. At this particular



moment, she needs some sophistication. A lot of emcees, don’t
want to grow up, and that’s what’s making Rap/Hip-Hop look
bad.â€�

Although he considers himself a veteran after over a decade
recording,  Cormega  explains  that  it  took  him  a  while  to
finally decide to put out a best of collection. â€œI always
wanted to do aBest Of, but I didn’t feel like I accomplished
enough – sometimes I still [feel that way]. At the end of the
day, Iâ€™ve been in the game for a while. Iâ€™ve been making
albums for 10 years and while I consider myself to be a
veteran now; I don’t consider myself to be a legend – that’s a
word that’s too easily [said] from people’s tongues. Certain
people ain’t legends. You can’t call me a legend, and then
call Eric B. or Pete Rock “legends.” They’ve contributed so
much more than me, and they’ve had so much impact that callin’
me a legend is an insult to real legends. I finally decided to
put  all  the  songs  that  people  love  most  together  in  one
compilation, but I also wanted to offer them something new
too. The band definitely brings a different vibe to my lyrics.
For example we remixed the song “Get It In” from Born And
Raised and added [Big] Pun’s son, Baby Pun. The version on Raw
Forever sounds better than the one on the original album!â€�

â€œItâ€™s not on this album, but The Revelation and I also
recorded a benefit single â€œI Made A Differenceâ€� to support
the work that Sean Pennâ€™s organization is doing in Haiti. I
visited Haiti after the earthquake and was so moved by the
spirit of the people that I wanted to do something to help.
The Revelations laid down the instrumentals with keyboards by
Jazimoto and I got Redman, Steele, Stic Man of Dead Prez, Lil
Fame of MOP, and singer/songwriter Maya Azucena to record
verses.  The  song  was  released  digitally  through  RED/Sony
distribution and is available on iTunes.â€�

When asked how it feels to compact almost his entire musical
legacy onto a double disc and then experiment with a band to
recreate classics, Cormega responds, â€œWhen I look back at my



career, I see growth. Born and Raised might be my favorite
Cormega album; some people might say I’m crazy for that and
argue that The Realness is better. I think Born and Raised is
my best album, ’cause it shows growth. I must’ve lost a few
people with that, ’cause not everybody’s ready to grow. Rap is
like the guy that’s getting older that doesn’t want to get
older, that still wants to be down. There’s nothing wrong with
growing  and  thatâ€™s  what  Iâ€™m  doing  with  Raw  Forever,
bringing a little sophistication back to hip-hop. When you
have a live band, everybody is bringin’ a different ingredient
to it, thatâ€™s what keeps music alive.â€�

www.youtube.com/legalhustlerecords
www.legalhustle.net
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