Throwback: Anita Baker:Will
You Be Mine
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Anita Baker’s “Will You Be Mine” was an album cut from her
first solo effort, The Songstress. Baker was a member of the
Detroit funk band Chapter 8 and recorded with them on their
initial album for indie label Ariola. The band folded soon
after the album was released, and the label was sold to
Arista. Baker started her solo career with The Songstress in
1983 after Otis Smith, who was affiliated with Ariola, invited
her to record on his Beverly Glen imprint. Smith and Patrick
Moten produced The Songstress, and famous drug trafficker
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Freeway Rick Ross contributed money to the album. Baker’s
first album had moderate success thanks to the singles
“Angel,” “You're The Best Thing Yet,” “No More Tears,” and
“Feel the Need,” which were all heard on Detroit radio. She
knew how to pack powerful feelings into a ballad with a
contralto-situated voice that she said was influenced by Ella
Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughn. “Will You Be Mine” nailed the
angst of desire in what she called “fireside love songs with
jazz overtones.”

The album cut was heard during Quiet Storm programming hours
and was another reason that, despite its commercial failures,
it was still a very important album. Baker’s connection to
jazz upheld that music for another generation and became a
pathway for neo-soul artists of the '90s. She left Smith’s
label in 1984 after being sued by Moten for breach of contract
and winning. She soon signed with Elektra, where she would
record her breakthrough album, Rapture. In 1991, Elektra
bought the rights to The Songstress and re-released it with
new artwork. Anita Baker announced her retirement in 2018 when
she turned 60 but later changed her mind after seeing the
response from her fans.
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Were Black creatives overlooked for invitations to the Black

Panther: Wakanda Forever premiere?
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Why didn’t Vogue get the names of Luther Vandross’ and Anita
Baker’s songs right in its article about The Walker’s tropical
wedding?

Twitter will be forming a content moderation council with
widely diverse viewpoints.

No major content decisions or account reinstatements will
happen before that council convenes.

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) QOctober 28, 2022

Will Twitter become a haven for racists now that the presence
of the_N-word has gone up by 500% after Elon Musk purchased
it?
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Is the new music market shrinking?A

Las Vegas May 2022
They've Invited Us BAAACK!!?
ABX0? pic.twitter.com/ovUKIbRTKB
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— Anita Baker (@IAMANITABAKER) January 26, 2022

Is Anita Baker officially un-retired now that she has a Las
Vegas residency?A

What made Howard Hewett publicly apologize to Jody Watley
after 40 years?
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Should Kanye West have received Jamaica’s Marcus Garvey Award?
Is Bounty Killer correct that it should have gone to Busta
Rhymes?A

Please try not to play w me.

— SZA (@sza) March 12, 2021

Who is the female artist that turned down performing at The
Grammys this year because she was snubbed three years ago?A

This is the schedule for the #GRAMMYs Premiere Ceremony:

Music Film, Rap Album, Rap Performance, Pop Duo/Group
Performance, R&B Song, Music Video, Progressive R&B Album,
R&B Performance, and more will NOT be presented at the main
show.

Link: https://t.co/rlVPaSXvsx pic.twitter.com/cCzBIcVx90

— Kyle (@WordsByKyle) March 12, 2021
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Why aren’'t The Grammys' televising the R&B, Pop/Duo and Rap
Awards?A

?Miraculously.. 1 have out-lived *ALL, of my Artists
Contracts? They no longer "Own", My Name & Likeness. And, by
Law..30 yr old, Mstrs are 2B Returned, 2 Me? Unfortunately,
They're gonna make me Fight 4 it. I'm Prepared, 2 do that.
Please Dont advertise/buy them ABX07?7?
pic.twitter.com/PXe9xzsJKO

— Anita Baker (@IAMANITABAKER) March 9, 2021

Will Anita Baker be able to get her masters back?A
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