Afropunk Announces Afropunk
Paris

]

Afropunk has announced that they’'re taking the highly
acclaimed festival to Paris, France. The festival will take
place May 23rd & 24th at the renowned and beautiful Le Trianon
located in the heart of Paris with performances by AFROPUNK
veteran Lianne La Havas, Willow Smith, Jaden Smith, Leon
Bridges, Youth Man, Keziah Jones, Patrice, The Bots, Young
Paris and more TBA soon. The festival will also serve as a
cultural experience with food, live painting by local artists,
an acoustic stage and more. The festival is being thrown in
conjunction with one of France’s most respected production
teams, Nous Production. You can purchase tickets here:
http://www.avosbillets.com/page/16650/afropunk-paris

Jocelyn Cooper Talks
Afropunk, The Triptych &
D’Angelo (Interview)

[youtube id="qd4oupkKTD8"]

On Monday February 9th, Black Public Televisiona€™s World
channel will air Afropunka€™s The Triptych, a film showcasing
the work of visual artists Wangechi Mutu, Sanford Biggers and
Barron Claiborne. Terence Nance, who received critical acclaim
for his 2012 feature, An Oversimplification Of Her Beauty, is
the director of The Triptych. In its 12-year existence as a
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wormhole for Black creativity outside the mainstream, Afropunk
has produced a film about Black punk rockers, the Afropunk
Music Festival and the marketing and promoting of
Da€™Angeloa€™s Black Messiah. Claiborne is famous for his
iconic hip-hop photography, more specifically, his styling of
Biggie Smallsa€™s famous crown portrait. Sanford Biggersa€™s
work engages spirituality, transformation and race; his 2003
Ghetto Bird Tunic was a pimped out feather coat designed to
shield Black men from the police. And Wangechi Mutua€™s
electric interdisclipinary meditations on Black womena€™s
bodies are known for their critique of globalization,
colonialism and exoticism. Jocelyn Cooper, who has been on
board with Afropunk for the last 5 years, co-produced The
Triptych with Afropunk co-founder Matthew Morgan. She is also
D’Angelo’s longtime music publisher and in this interview
Cooper discusses the film, Afropunka€™s cultural significance
and the launching of Black Messiah after Da€™Angeloa€™s
closing performance at last yeara€™s festival.

They are some of the most outspoken artists and each of them
has an amazing sense of history and culture

How did you choose Sanford Biggers, Wangechi Mutu and Barron
Claiborne as the subjects of The Triptych?

Barron Claiborne is a dear friend and Sanford we knew for a
number of years and Sanford and both Barron suggested
Wangechi. They (the films) sort of lead into each other
because they are friends and they are contemporaries. Barron
has worked with both Wangechi and Sanford I believe and taken
their portrait, it was just a natural focus. We also chose
Wangechi because shea€™s a woman and the three of them also
live in New York. We thought it was the best way to kick off
the series of films wea€™d like to do.

What is it about their work that speaks to the Afropunk creed



where you wanted to make them the first faces of visual art
series?

Definitely, they are some of the most outspoken artists and
each of them has an amazing sense of history and culture.They
bring an independence and they are folks who are highly
motivated and intelligent and their work speaks to our
community and what the ethos of Afropunk is. They were the
obvious choices and I think they all love Terence Nancea€™s
work, he is the director and Barron co-directed. They enjoyed
collaborating with Terence so it was an amazing natural fit.

[youtube id="15nj7uwUpIw”]

How did you end-up partnering with the National Black
Programming Consortium?

We worked with 13 therea€™s an amazing woman at 13 whoa€™s
actually no longer there. She introduced us to Christian at
the National Black Programming Consortium. Once we,
understanding the history of Afropop and the programming and
the artists they work with, it was the most exciting and
amazing partnership we could imagine ita€™s the best of both
worlds. We really wanted the series to be on public television
and to collaborate with them just made it even better.

So what do you think created the catalyst for the AfroPunk
movement/brand?

Ia€™m someone who worked in mainstream music for a very long
time and if you look at a lot of what larger corporations
produce and what they push, what they put their money behind
natural and organic creative people didna€™t have a voice.
Matthew saw that and consciously focused on building that
community and giving that community a voice. Ita€™s just this
gaping hole in culture and also the strong desire that both he
and I have to making sure and giving voice to people of color
and showing 360 degrees of who we are because that isna€™t



represented in mainstream media.

Why do you think certain Black artists miss the radar in the
music industry?

In this day and age ita€™s a really interesting time because
obviously internet has sort of leveled the playing field. If
you are talented and work really hard and youa€™re fortunate
enough to build an audience, and you can perform well, you can
have a really successful career in music or any form of
culture because you can build an audience yourself you dona€™t
need a gatekeeper. And once you do that the mainstream
distribution company will pick up on that. I dona€™t know if
thata€™s the case now of course it was 10 years ago when I was
working at a real mainstream record company.

Has there ever been any talks to take the AfroPunk Festival on
the road like a Black Lollapalooza or to make a film of it?

Yeah we are taking it on the road. We will be in Atlanta this
year and we will be in Paris this year as well as Brooklyn.
Wea€™re hoping to take the tour to Oakland so wea€™re going on
the road. Wea€™re doing a show in Chicago in June.

Have you in any small way seen the Afropunk brand or an artist
shifting the mainstream or having any kind of breakthrough to
as they say the center?

Afropunk artists, however people define that, Afropunk for me
is not a genre, but yes there are artists that have broken out
of the culture and the community of what Afropunk is Santigold
is an artist you know Janelle Monae is an artist who would
consider themselves Afropunk. There are older folks who are
the pioneers.Da€™Angelo has redefined himself as an Afropunk
artist so you know he definitely does not see himself as a
neo-soul artist at all. Hea€™s on Saturday Night Live and
heda€™s playing the guitar hea€™s representing the rock side
and a fusion of blues and soul and punk rock and all of the



things that average folks would not recognize. We are
definitely pushing the boundaries of culture and that bleeds
over into mainstream culture.

Black Messiaha€™s cover looks like a concert, a revival and a
protest all at once.

That was intentional. We got involved because I am
Da€™Angeloa€™s music publisher and have been since day one.
Da€™Angelo signed to Midnight Songs, which is my publishing
company and Ia€™ve worked with him since he was 17 when I
signed him. And we have talked quite often about his hopes and
his dreams about his music and his projects and he and Fifteen
and RCA asked us to come on board and help with the marketing
because he had a terrific time at the festival. And more
importantly, for six years he had been looking at and getting
inspired by Afropunk and loving the community online and he
will probably speak more when he starts talking about the
music about some of the bands he may have seen onsite. And
then when he performed we had a moment on the punk rock stage
this year at the festival. We wanted to set the record for
having the most people with their hands up in protest because
at that time the big marches started happening and thata€™s
where that photo came from ita€™s an analog photo ita€™s not a
digital one it was taken on an actual film camera and it was
developed on film. You hit the nail on the head it symbolizes
all of those things. Because Da€™Angeloa€™s record is not a
digital record it made sense on every level musically and
lyrically and it just all came together in that moment,
revival, protest, all of it. Knowing him and talking to him
hea€™s been influenced by everyone; Bob Marley, Black Merda
George Clinton, by Mothera€™s Finest.

Since youa€™ve been there since day one, what do you think of
his progression as artist from Brown Sugar to Black Messiah?

You know whata€™s interesting is he has not changed that much
hea€™s clearly the same person I met when he was 17 years old.



He just read a lot more hea€™s always been a serious quy I
just dona€™t think that is publicly what the world took away
from Voodoo. Because you know his body was amazing but if you
listen to what hea€™s talked about in interviews hea€™s a guy
who has an amazing sense of whata€™s going on in the world.

Going back to The Triptych, have you all already starting
planning the next films feature other visual artists?

Yes, wea€™ve got half of our next film in the can We're
already having conversations with some artists so the hope is
we can continue the series and do a Tripytych every year. And
their sense of culture and pushing the button Sanford and
Wangechi and Barron beauty, quite frankly I hope that that
comes out in the film because they are three of the most
intelligent, gifted, spectacular folks who push culture
forward. Ia€™m so proud of the work and Ia€™m so proud to be
associated with them.

[youtube 1d="KTBZDpqFkzE"]
Is there anything youa€™d like to add in closing?

Yes, a big thank you to National Black Public Media and the
National Black Programming Consortium Ia€™m very grateful.

Watch The Triptych Monday February 9th on the World Channel

Keep up with Afropunk via Twitter, Tumblr, Facebook and
Instagram

Afropunk Takes The Stage With
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Afropop On Public Television

[youtube id="qd4oupkKTD8"]

NEW YORK (January 28, 2015)a€”AfroPoP: The Ultimate Cultural
Exchange, the innovative series about contemporary Black life,
art and culture currently airing on public television stations
across the country, continues with AFROPUNK presents The
Triptych. The film, produced by Matthew Morgan and Jocelyn
Cooper of AFROPUNK, will air as the fourth episode of the
series, which this year is hosted by actress Yaya DaCosta. The
program premieres on WORLD Channel on Monday, February 9, at 8
pm ET/10pm PT. AfroPoP is executive-produced by National Black
Programming Consortium (NBPC) and distributed by American
Public Television (APT).

AFROPUNK started in 2003 as a documentary about Black youth
involved in the punk music scene but has grown into a major
force to be reckoned with in youth culture. From its not-to-
be-missed alternative music festival in Brooklyn, to its
popular website www.afropunk.com, to marketing and launching
recording artist Da€™Angeloa€™s long-anticipated album Black
Messiah, AFROPUNK brings together creative, expressive people
seeking cutting-edge culture.

The film immerses the edgy AFROPUNK in the world of fine art.
A triptych is a series of three connected works of an
artistic, literary or musical nature, and the film is itself
an artful portrayal of a trio of todaya€™s most celebrated
visual artists: contemporaries Sanford Biggers, Wangechi Mutu
and Barron Claiborne. Biggers, an interdisciplinary artist, 1is
known for his dramatic works fusing film, video, installation,
sculpture, drawing, original music and performance, offering
new perspectives on established cultural symbols. Wangechi
Mutu, an international multimedia artist and sculptor, 1is
perhaps best known for her fantastical collages melding the
female form with machine, animal and unexpected parts.
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Claiborne 1is a renowned photographer whose works explore the
historical, mythological and imaginary; they have been
published in outlets such as Newsweek, New York Times
Magazine, Rolling Stone and Interview, among others. AFROPUNK
presents The Triptych is directed by Terence Nance and Barron
Claiborne.

a€eAfroPoP strives to showcase Black artists from around the
world and with AFROPUNK presents The Triptych we are fortunate
to have not one but three artists we can help expose to new
audiences, a€[] said NBPC Executive Director Leslie Fields-Cruz.
a€eTogether they demonstrate the wonderful diversity of people
of African descent internationally.a€[]

a€eSanford, Wangechi and Barron are among our most important
contemporary artists, each fully embodying the rebellious
spirit of AFROPUNK,a€[] said Nance. a€®As such, they are
perfect subjects for what we hope will be the first of many
Triptych films celebrating our visual artists and engaging
young people in this wonderful art form.a€[]

The Sanford Biggers and Wangechi Mutu segments will air on
public television as a one-hour episode. The third segment,
highlighting Barron Claiborne, will be available online for
thirty days starting February 10 at WORLDChannel.org, local
public station websites and blackpublicmedia.org.

Afropunk Announces More Acts
To Lineup

(x]

The 2014 AFROPUNK festival, the best assembly of female
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musical talent since Lilith Fair that has included acts such
as Lianne La Havas, Meshell Ndegeocello, Valerie June, The
Internet, SZA, Alice Smith, Tamir Kali, Straight Line Stitch
and many others has announced another round of acts joining
the bill that include, Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings,
Fishbone, King Britt, and more (full lineup below). Headlining
the Black Stage are the legendary Bad Brains (with special
guest handling vocal duties) along with the infamous New York
Hardcore mainstays the Cro Mags. Other bands like The Bots and
Trash Talk help to bridge the generations of punk rock and
continue the conversations about what the genre really is.
This “punk” stage, is curated by Sacha Jenkins, and
personifies the essence from which the movement was spawned:
raw, fearless, powerful people on stage with the basics: a
mic, bass and guitar amps, drums and ELECTRICITY. The scope
and breadth of AFROPUNK has expanded over the years—a simple
reflection of what is really happening now with music and the
cultures that come along with the music.

With such a large part of the 2014 AFROPUNK festival devoted
to DJs and producers who represent small, powerful local club
scenes across the Americas, AFROPUNK is proud to announce a
special Tribute to DJ Rashad program as one of the festivals’
spotlight performances. Saluting the hugely influential late
Chicago footwork producer will be members of Rashad’s Teklife
crew, Chicago footwork pioneer RP Boo, Dance Mania ghetto-
house originator DJ Deeon, Lit City Trax founder DJ J-Crush
and Chicago’'s The Era dance crew. Chicago footwork joins other
massively influential local club music acts as part of
AFROPUNK's every-expanding dance card such as DJ Sliink,
UNiiQU3 and MikeQ will be representing Jersey Club, A Tribe
Called Red representing First Nation Pow Wow, as well as the
DC-based jungle fever sounds of Mista Selecta + Mane Sqgeeze,
Blagstarr’s Baltimore Club, electric punany riddims from New
York's Melo-X & Jasmine Solano, and numerous others.

Continuing in the trend of spreading the culture of AFROPUNK



through out the New York City community AFROPUNK has announced
AFROPUNK AFTER DARK, which aims to transform the neighborhoods
of Brooklyn into a captivating playground of music and culture
hosting events in 10 to be named venues each night of the
festival starting at 10:00pm including the Black Weirdo party,
and King Britt’s celebration of Sun Ra’'s centennial, “The
Beautiful Noise.” (Full list will be announced soon). In
addition AFROPUNK has announced a number of other initiatives
and fun activities that includes a partnership with the Red
Bull Sound Select, a long-term music initiative that invests
and connects artists and fans with one another to be part of
the stories that break music. AFROPUNK curated Red Bull Sound
Select bands performing on the Red Stage include Cakes da
Killa, SZA, The Tontons, denitia and sene., Gordon Voidwell,
Loaf Muzik, H09909 and Princess Nokia, a Bites & Beats curated
food truck roaming taste system, corralling food trucks from
around the 5 boroughs with tastes from around the world and a
partnership with Greenlight Bookstore for a Rock ‘n’ Read pop-
up book fair where Greenlight will host book signings/Q&As
with Bryant Terry, author of Afro-Vegan, Mitchell Jackson,
author of The Residue Years, Nelson George, author of Hippest
Trip in America: Soul Train and the Evolution of Culture &
Style. Lastly AFROPUNK festival will feature a modern day
#standforsomething speakers corner at the Black Stage
presented by Dr. Martens as a safe-place for discussion of
ideas and Spin Thrift Market made up of DIY merchants and
presented by NUBIAN HERITAGE and a Rough Trade pop-up store
hosting festival artist signings.
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AFROPUNK LINEUP
$1 Bin

Africa Latina
AFTERTHEM MUSIC
Alice Smith
Baby Baby
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Bad Brains

Beverly Bond
Blagstarr + Smallwood
BLXPLTN

Body Count

Cakes Da Killa

Cipher

Clipping.

Cold Specks

Cro-Mags

CX KiDTRONiK

D’Angelo

denitia and sene.

Dj Dhundee

Dj Rashad Tribute (Teklife Family, Dj Deeon, RP Boo, Chicago’s
The Era dance crew)
Dj Sliink

Dj Underdog

Dub-Stuy Sound System
Fishbone

Gianni Lee

Gordon Voidwell
HO9909

Jasmine Solano + MeLo-X
Juliana Huxtable
Junior Astronomers
King Britt

Lianne La Havas

Loaf Muzik

Lolawolf

Lonely Horse

Meshell Ndegeocello
MikeQ

Mista Selecta + Mane Squeeze
Oscar NA+ + Adam R.
Pat Pervert

Princess Nokia
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SEWER RATS BK

Shabazz Palaces

Sharon Jones and the Dap Kings
Straight Line Stitch

Sunny Gang

SZA

Tamar-Kali

Tecla

The Bots

The Internet

The o0ohh Baby Gimme Mores
The Tontons

The Wilding Incident
THEESatisfaction (DJ Set)
Trash Talk

Tribe Called Red

Uniiqu3 and Guests (Big O, DJ Fire , Mike Gip, Fiinesse, Tim
Dolla, Bleszt)

Unlocking the Truth
Valerie June



