
Mayme Johnson,Widow of Harlem
Godfather,  Ellsworth  “Bumpy”
Johnson, Transitions at 94

Mrs. Johnson was a long-time member of St. Martin’s Episcopal
Church  in  Harlem,  and  was  known  for  her  charitable  and
volunteer activities.

“Mayme was a class act, and had a big heart,” said Henry
“Perk” Perkins, a Harlem restaurateur who was a close friend
of both Bumpy and Mrs. Johnson. “She was the sweetest woman in
the  world,  but  she  didn’t  take  any  nonsense.  She  carried
herself like a real lady and expected to be treated as such.”

In 2004, Mrs. Johnson moved to Philadelphia, and three years
later decided to finally write a biography about her husband,
so that “people could know the truth about him rather than all
the myths.” Harlem Godfather was published in February 2008.
More than 200 people attended the book launch party held in
Harlem.

“Yeah, she was tickled pink to tell people she was an author
at age 93,” Perkins said with a laugh. “Boy, it really made
her proud to finally get that book done.”

Mrs. Johnson was notified two days before her death that a
film production company was negotiating to purchase a book
option for Harlem Godfather.

Mrs. Johnson is survived by a granddaughter Margaret Johnson
of  New  York  City;  a  grandson  Anthony  Johnson  of  London,
England; a sister Lily Andrews of North Carolina; a brother
Melvin Hatcher of North Carolina; and two goddaughters Karen
E.  Quinones  Miller  and  Camille  R.  Quinones  Miller  of
Philadelphia.  A  daughter,  Ruthie  Johnson  and  stepdaughter,
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Elease Johnson both died in 2006.

Final arrangements are private at the family’s request.


